
Perfect Places To Retire 
Consumer Reports Offers Advice 
 
NEW YORK, Oct. 4, 2005 
 
CBS The Early Show  
According to the AARP, about 80 percent of Americans don't plan to move when they retire. 
However, if any of them change their minds Consumer Reports' Deputy Editor Lisa Freeman 
has some suggestions for them and anyone else who is considering it.  
 
After reviewing books on the best places to retire and working with Warren Bland, geographer 
and the author of "Retire in Style", six cities were selected as perfect retirement havens. 
 
 
"He helped us single out cities that are outstanding in terms of climate, housing prices and 
entertainment opportunities," Freeman told The Early Show for the Young At Heart series.  
 
The following are places expected to be very popular in the next decade or so: Carson City, 
Nev.; Halifax, Nova Scotia; Lexington, Va.; Tallahassee, Fla., Thomasville, Ga., and Vernon, 
B.C.  
 
One thing these cities have in common is their beautiful surroundings. Carson City is next to 
Lake Tahoe. Halifax has a large beach and Lexington is near the Blue Ridge Mountains. 
Tallahassee and Thomasville have a good climate. Also, Tallahassee has no state income tax 
and it has two universities. Vernon is a five-hour drive from Vancouver, B.C., in a lake region 
near fruit farms.  
 
CONSIDER PICKING A COLLEGE TOWN  
"They tend to have cheap entertainment and food and cultural events because there is a lot of 
cultural activity," Freeman said. "A college town usually means there will be a major teaching 
hospital. We also found that low crime rates tend to be associated with college towns."  
 
She doesn't recommend resorts and military towns because they tend to be crowded, have 
busy traffic and higher taxes and consumer prices. She said military towns can get very 
depressing. A lot are falling on hard times because bases are closing down. This means 
services will go, too.  
 
RENT FOR AWHILE  
"A lot of retirees buy places in areas where they have vacationed but not lived," Freeman said. 
"We recommend that they live there for about a year before buying. Once you live there, you 
may find that you like it better as a vacation spot. For example, Palm Springs in the summer can 
be unbearably hot. … In the winter, it's gorgeous; same goes for Florida. They don't realize how 
hot and humid it gets."  
 
FIND A PLACE THAT THE FAMILY IS GOING TO WANT TO VISIT  
"If you are going in the middle of nowhere to retire, people may not want to visit, and maybe 
there's not an airport that is convenient," Freeman said. She said to also think about retiring in a 
place that your grandchildren will enjoy visiting.  
 
 



READ UP ON THE RULES OF RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES  
Freeman said that there can be problems with the rules of retirement communities from 
decorating your house to having house guests and even gardening. "If you live on a golf course, 
they may not let you plant a garden," she said.  
 
DON'T BUY TOO FAR IN ADVANCE  
"I know someone who is 10 years from retirement and is planning to move to Sarasota, Fla., to 
for retirement," Freeman said. "The place may change while you're waiting to move or you may 
change and want something different." 
 
 
RELATED LINKS 
CBS The Early Show 
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2005/10/04/earlyshow/series/main907091.shtml 
 
AARP 
http://www.aarp.org 
 
Consumer Reports: How To Find Your Perfect Retirement Haven. 
http://www.consumerreports.org/cro/personal-finance/how-to-find-your-perfect-retirement-
haven-905/index.htm?resultPageIndex=1&resultIndex=1&searchTerm=places%20to%20retire 
 


